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The Spirit-Filled Family 
By: Reverend Ken Poure 
Did you know it is possible, according to God's Word, to enjoy the blessings of 
being a Spirit-filled family? The first requisite, of course, is through the 
greatest of all miracles, being born into His "forever family" by the power of the 
Lord's regenerating work. Through personal faith in Christ's redeeming grace we 
are transfonned and made alive to eternal life. Once a part of this wonderful 
union, your body becmres the dwelling place for the Holy Spirit. Here is a 
tremendous challenge given in Ephesians 5: 18 which exhorts us, "And be not dnmk 
with wine, in which is excess, but be filled with the Spirit." This is more than 
just a friendly invitation for the Christian; it is actually a command. There is 
a decision which must be made. You see, the believer's life can either be one of 
real joy or else it can be the most confusing life on the face of this earth. Your 
new step of resolve neans that Satan is going to tum loose his biggest artilleIY 
in your direction. He knows he can' t take away your salvation, but he can bring 
defeat and discouragement. 
It is my conviction that what Paul is saying to us, as well as the Ephesian church, 
"Don't get under the influence of the chemicals of this world, but rather get Lillder 
and stay under the influence of God's Holy Spirit." There is a further challenge 
given with the urging, "I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, 
that ye make a present of your body to God" (Romans 12: 1, 2) • I believe this 
refers to the Holy Spirito We are not to be poured into the mold of this world but 
rather to be transformed by the renewing of our minds. For a person to be con-
trolled by the Holy Spirit means that he lives under the authority of the Holy 
Spirit. If you are to be successful at any field of sports you must subject your-
self to the guidance of the coach who has been designated to guide you. This is 
what it means to let the Lord rule in all that you do. There nrust be a willingness 
to maintain an attitude of yieldedness. 'Ihis is not just a once-for-all act, but 
rather a moment by moment experience. There should be, if we are to experience 
victory, a continual releasing of God's Spirit through our lives by simple 
attitudes of complete dependence upon Him. 
When a person is under the authority of the Spirit of God, then eve!)' sin con-
sciously known to him has been confessed, and the individual is walking in the light 
of God's Word with the blood of Jesus Christ continually cleansing from all sin. 
This is what it means to be Spirit-filled. I believe that a Christian will know 
when he is under the influence of the Holy Spirit. Certainly if our conscience has 
not been seared we know when we're not under His influence. Definite manifestations 
are given to us in Scripture. I'm not talking about wild, ecstatic experiences 
that don't square with revealed truth. The first basic thing that happens is that 
there is inward communication. The Holy Spirit will speak to the filled believer 
"in psalms, and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in his heart 
to the Lord" (Ephesians 5: 19) • A contented person is one who understands the vel)' 
simple truth that the Lord will lead him step by step. With that kind of confidence 
there is the assurance of joy and freedom comparable to nothing the world knows any-
thing about. 
The second thing the Bible tells us will happen when a person is under the influence 
of the Holy Spirit is that he will constantly be giving thanks, "always for all 
things unto God and the Father, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ." Most of us 
have the marks of our old self-centeredness. The fleshly nature doesn't die easily. 
It often seems to be very abnonnal to be really sensitive to others. Are you ready 
to praise the Lord for every experience that comes your way? Generally, we want 
everything for ourselves. The supernatural tendency is to become thankful when you 
become sensitive to others. For a wife to coire to her husband, slipping her arms 
armmd his neck, looking him right in the eye and saying from her heart, "Honey, I 
just want to thank you for taking such good care of me." After a bes tow al of a kiss 
that little gesture, sincerely done, will transfonn a husband's heart. Thanks is a 
tremendous power God uses when it is the result of being under the influence of the 
Holy Spirit. 
In the 21st verse we find another sign, "Submitting yourselves one to another in the 
fear of God." This means an llllderstanding of the fact that you' re not always right. 
Are you willing to let others have their opinions? There would be no arguments 
aromd the home if every irember of the family maintained this attitude, "In honor 
preferring one another." The fruit of being llllder the influence of the Holy Spirit 
is so practical. Wives are urged to submit themselves to their own husbands, "as 
llllto the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head 
of the church; and He is the Saviour of the body. Therefore, as the church is sub-
ject llllto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in everything." This 
may require a tremendous step of faith. In the spiritual family each member has to 
cooperate willingly. The key is that the wife is to see beyond her husband in the 
01ristian context, looking unto the Lord for her ultimate submission. In a sense, 
wives are to trust the Lord to lead them through their husbands. What a magnificent 
dimension this brings into a family. 
In the corporation of the family, the husband is the president with the wife serving 
as the vice president. The wife is subject to her husband. In the early days of 
our married life as yomg Christians, my wife and I would have difficult times and 
disagreements. I knew in the back of my mind, however, that I could always win for 
my last arrow was Ephesians 5: 22, "The wife is to submit to her own husband." Such 
a conunand would never work but always antagonize. This approach never worked lfiltil 
I realized the truth that this is a relationship between the wife and the Holy 
Spirit, not just between the husband and wife. Once the wife sees this as . part of 
her job description from the Spirit, it makes a tremendous difference. I don't 
believe any man on earth can stand against that kind of loving submission. 
We are told further, "Husbands, love your wives" (Ephesians 5: 25). This means I am 
to be an aggressive lover. Any Christian man who has rllll out of love for his wife 
has never learned to tap the unlimited resources of God's love. The Bible says the 
love of the Lord is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit. As a husband, if 
you find that there is a root of bittemess in your heart towards your wife, or if 
you've been comparing her with others and find there's a real problem, then get 
llllder the influence of the Holy Spirit. Be honest with the Lord. Don't try to fool 
Him. He knows your need and wants you to love your wife through Him. Then, stand 
back and just watch ' what happens. This has been my experience when I have prayed, 
"Gcxi, give me a capacity to love that I didn't even know about." He has answered 
so graciously and so completely. As Dr. Howard Hendricks puts it, "It's not what is 
taught in the home, but rather what is caught." This is so very true. If there is 
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a healthy husband and wife relationship, the children will pick up the wann vibra-
tions of love and understanding. The Spirit-filled family certainly also includes 
the children. The Bible reminds us, "Children, obey your parents in the Lord; for 
this is right. Honor thy father and mother" (Ephesians 6: 1) . A child, Scripturally 
speaking, is anyone who lives lillder the roof, or through the financial sustenance, 
of his or her parents. In this case it is God's ordained responsibility for mother 
and father to guide and counsel them correctly. Reirember that there is a difference 
between honoring and obeying. One can technically obey and yet still dishonor his 
parents. When a person is under the influence of the Spirit of God, obeying as 
unto the Lord, he will quite naturally honor his parents. It may be that you won't 
agree with them, but at least you're willing to listen, lmowing that the Lord wants 
to teach you submission. That's your responsibility. If you share on that level 
you will absolutely transfonn attitudes within the hone. 
Reirember again, the husband is to be a lover; the wife is to be a submitter; the 
children are to be obedient and honoring in the Lord. May God bless you as you 
analyze your household and your part in that family which will exist for all 
eternity. 
Reverend Poure is the Ext ens ion 
Director of Hurre Lake Christian 
Camps and Director of Family 
Forums. 
Biola College 
La Mirada, California 
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All in the ily 
By: Reverend Ken Poure 
One of the most wonderful promises of God's Word reminds us, "The Lord is not slack 
concerning his promise, as soire men cmmt slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, 
not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance" 
(II Peter 3:9). This in essence is how to become part of God's "forever family." 
The fandly concept is given to us by the Lord HiIIL5elf. In Ephesians 5 we discover 
some of the duties of our interpersonal relationships in the home. The chapter 
concludes, "This is a great mystery." This refers to the husband-wife lUlion, not 
just physically or socially but also spiritually. The parallel shows us Christ's 
relationship to the church. 
Nicodemus was the Jewish leader who sought out Christ by night. Sonething was 
obviously missing in his life. It is interesting to observe that Jesus never spoke 
to any other human being like He related to Nicodenrus. This man nrust have had a 
trenendous capacity to lillderstand these important teachings. In response to his 
favorable approach, the Saviour saw the vacuum of his heart and forthrightly told 
him, "Except a man be born again he cannot enter the kingdom of God." The human 
question was quickly returned, "How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter 
the second time into his mother's womb" (John 3:4)? Christ reminded him, "That 
which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is bom of the Spirit is 
Spirit. Marvel not that I said l.Illto thee, Ye must be born again" (John 3 :5-7). 
There is no escaping that little word "nrust." These "Imlsts" in the Word of God 
have to be understood before the miracleof the new birth can ever take place. 
Hebrews 11:6 reminds us, "But without faith it is impossible to please Him; for 
he that cometh to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them 
that diligently seek · Him." To become a irember of God's family one nrust believe that 
He exists in the fullness of total Scriptural revelation. Too often we overlook this 
concept. There are those who aren't really sure intellectually that God HiIIL5elf 
exists. I'm finnly convinced that God is provable. Let me give you an example. 
In my hand I hold a pen. How do I know that this exists? Obviously, I can write 
with it, I can see it, I can touch it. Looking at it further, the question may 
arise, ''Where did it come from?" The first thing is that someplace on planet earth 
there is a penmaker. That' s a very simple conclusion. This is a reasonable 
assumption. It was designed by an intelligence superior to its own. If I don't 
accept this premise then I have only two al temati ves. First, the pen always 
existed in its present fonn. Following the second law of thennodynamics, we know 
that this is physically impossible, so · that one is out. The second option is the 
fact that the molecules that make up this particular pen at some point in time 
organized, designed, and constructed theIIL5elves into this pen. Obviously, that 
takes · far more faith than to believe in a penmaker. Scripture tells us that God is 
knowable by the things that He has made (Romans 1: 19£) • The very physical lllli verse 
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is an argument for the fact that God exists. If you don't believe in a Creator, 
then you have to believe that non-intelligent matter organized itself into highly 
intelligent fonn. 
I talk to high schoolers and encourage them to give a witness should they get into 
a class where atheistic evolution is taught. I remind them, "Never run down your 
teacher; don't criticize in class. Wait tmtil the lecture is over and then raise 
your hand to be recognized. Carefully, prayerfully, and with a sweet attitude wait 
to be called on. Then, bring up this point, "Teacher, are you t rying to get us to 
believe non-intelligent matter organized itself into highly intelligent fonn?" 
That is one point that can't be handled adequately in any sense . I t is a ridiculous 
assumption o 
The Bible carefully teaches us that there is only one way for salvation (John 14:6; 
Acts 4: 12) • You cannot get into the family of God in any other manner. Remember, 
there are many false christs. To have the guarantee of eternal life in heaven you 
have to believe in the Jesus of Calvary's cross, the One who not only came from 
heaven's glory but also became a sacrifice for the sins of every human being. Once 
you tmderstand His death, burial and resurrection, then you become a candidate for 
the second birth by simple faith. 
Not too long ago I was speaking on a tmiversity campus about Christ being the one 
way. I told the students, ''YolIDg people, remember, there's one way to reality. It 
is Jesus Christ. A youthful fellCM jumped up and disagreed, 'I used to believe 
that. I even went to catechism. I tmderstand what the Bible says. But that one 
way concept is too narrow for me. I 've come to the tmi vers i ty now and I 've taken a 
class in comparative religions. Now I have a broader view. I personally think that 
all religions are like giant spokes in a huge wheel. They all lead to the same hub , 
which is God.' Then he sat down and everything was very quiet. NCM it was my 
tum, 'Yotmg man, that's a beautiful thought but there's something vastly wrong with 
it. You see, it just isn't true. Jesus said, 'I am the way, the truth and the 
life; no man cometh to the Father but by Me.' If you have an argument, it's not 
with rre, it's with Christ. Look at it this way. There are nnre than three and a 
half billion people on earth. Everyone of them got here in precisely the same 
manner. You'll have to agree, I'm sure, that there's only one way to become a 
menner of the human race. You have to be born into it. With this concept in mind, 
you must be born again spiritually. The new birth is the greatest miracle God per-
forms. The Almighty infuses spiritual life into our dead souls. We are regenerated 
or made alive to the things of God. When a person is without God he is without hope . 
This is why the Lord's great concern is that we may repent from our self-centered-
ness and come back into His family through spiritual birth."' May the Holy Spirit 
help us to tmderstand this most imperative truth of our lives. 
How can one be born again? The Bible teaches us, "Born again, not of corruptible 
seed, but of incorruptible, by the Word of God" (I Peter 1:23). The Amplified New 
Testament expresses it, "by the spenn of God's Word." The seed of the Word must 
impregnate the mind. It must be mixed with faith. There must be a response to the 
truth, not just a hearing of it. Are you ready with your will to acknowledge, 
"Lord Jesus, I believe you died for me, and I now receive you into my life." In 
that moment of truth God perfonns His greatest miracle. You become a babe in 
Christ, a member of God's "forever family." If you've never done it, do it now! 
Reverend Poure is the Extension 
Director of Hume Lake Christian 
Camps and Director of Family Forums. 
Biola College 
La Mirada, California 
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Communicating 
By: H. Nonnan Wright 
In the Bible we find some definite suggestions in how to comnrunicate with one 
anothero Both talking and listening are involved. 
Comrm.m.ication is the ability to speak to someone else so he can LIDderstand what we 
are presenting, and so we can listen and comprehend his reception and conception of 
what he has heard. This means a mind totally tuned in to the opportunity of sharing. 
Corrnm.m.ication is certainly at the heart of any marriage or family relationship. It 
is impossible to overemphasize the innnense needs humans have to be really listened 
to. 
There are sone basic differences between happily and unhappily married couples. 
First of all, the happily married people talk more to each other, conveying feel-
ings they understand. They experience a wider range of available subjects and 
keep the corrmrunication channels open. They show more sensitivity to each other's 
feelings. Scripture has Jllllch to say concerning the effect and power of our words. 
Proverbs 18:21, "lliath and life are in the power of the tongue." Proverbs 26:22, 
"The words of a whisperer go down to the innennost parts of the body." Job in 
his fTil.Stration of listening to unproductive advice of friends finally reached his 
toleration limit and cried out, "H~ long will you tonnent me and break ire in 
pieces with your words?" (19:2). 
Have you ever fmmd yourself in a situation when, even as you speak the words, you 
inwardly desire that you weren't saying anything as you observe the nonverbal 
reaction on the part of another? H~ often we wish we could erase what was said 
because it is so easy to create emotional scars by improper connmmication. We 
JllllSt always weigh how we speak. "See a man who is hasty in his words? There is 
more hope for a self-confident fool than for him" (Proverbs 29 :20). Hastiness, 
or speaking without thinking, may lead to difficulty in our relationships within 
the family as well as with those around us. 
One of the best ways to strengthen good corrnnunication is to develop the ability to 
listen sincerely to others. Give your full attention. This includes eyes and 
facial expressions. Don't wait for the other person in your home to practice this 
on you first. You JllllSt show them your love and concern. This you do by truly 
listening. James tells us that we are to be slow to speak and swift to hear (1: 19). 
In Proverbs 18:13 we read, ''He who answers a matter before he hears all the facts, 
to him it is folly and shame." Before· you answer a person, hear him out completely. 
Children in our homes can teach us many important and practical lessons. When our 
daughter was about six she came home one day very excited about events that had 
transpired at school. I don't even remember now what it was, but it was important 
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to her. She first tried to convey it to her mother and then she came into the 
living room where I was reading the newspaper. I listened only on the periphery 
and every few moments acknowledged, "Uh-hum." All of a sudden there was dead 
silence. A little hand appeared right in the middle of my newspaper to get my 
complete attention. Once that was out of the way she began all over again. Now 
she knew I wouldn't just hear her, but would actually listen to her. Perhaps the 
same thing has happened to you. Someone is speaking but you're not concentrating 
and don't really know what they' re trying to say. Too often we are so concerned 
about things that may be more pressing or more important to us that we miss the 
message entirely. The Bible reminds us that we are not only to weep with those who 
weep, but also to rejoice with those who rejoice. This may mean putting down some 
of our own desires in order to share the needs with others. 
There can also be a problem caused by those who speak very little, in fact from 
those who are effective with "the silent treatment." This can be extremely 
frustrating too. Maybe you should consider that the individual has come out of a 
backgrmmd in which they didn't cormnunicate very well. Without previous oppor-
tunities this may be new to them. They may have no skills to help them in this 
area of human need. There are some excellent printed materials on the subject which 
could be a great asset to them. Treated kindly, with a genuine and sincere 
interest, they will generally begin to open up. If you live with a person who is 
very quiet, one of the greatest qualities you need is patience. While you should 
ask questions, never make any value judgments that would tend to put them down. 
At the other end of the spectrum is the very cormnon difficulty of someone talking 
too ITRlch. On this Scripture has IlRlch to say. We read, ''He who belittles and 
despises his neighbor lacks sense, but a man of understanding keeps silent. He 
who goes about as a talebearer reveals secrets, but he who is trustworthy and 
faithful in spirit keeps the matter hidden" (Proverbs ll: 12, 13). ''He who guards 
his mouth keeps his life, but he who opens wide his lips will come to ruin'' 
(Proverbs 13:3). Also consider Proverbs 17:27, 28 and 18:2. Some of this un-
fortunate over-display of talking really falls into the category of nagging. In the 
Living Bible, Proverbs 10:19 paraphrases it, "Stop talking so much. You keep 
putting your foot in your mouth. Be silent and tum off the flow." Additionally, 
we read, "Love forgets mistakes, but harping on them parts even the best of friends" 
(Proverbs 17 :9). More forceful yet is, "It is better to dwell in a comer of the 
housetop than in a house shared with a nagging, quarrelsome and faultfinding 
woman" (Proverbs 21: 9). Don't forget that nagging isn't just characteristic of 
women. l\1en can also be grossly guilty. Nagging is defined as a persistent harping 
on a matter in a faultfinding, critical manner. Someone has also expressed it, 
"Nagging is inefficiency on our part to promote the des ired behavior. It is the 
act of reminding someone to do srnrething when you know they haven't forgotten." 
All too often the only response will be bitterness and resentment. 
Be careful of the moment you may select for communication. Soiretimes a wife will 
say, "My husband is so engrossed in watching television that he doesn't want ire to 
interrupt him." Timing is a very important part of speaking to others. A better 
approach would be, "Dear, I'd like to talk to you about something very imporant. 
Would you like to discuss it now or when the program's over?" Generally they would 
say, "Yes, when the program's over I'll talk to you." Then go back and share 
succinctly the important concern you've had. Explain why the matter is so important 
to you. Draw out the other individual for an exchange of ideas and concrete 
suggestions. ' Never forget that listening is a very important part of coillITilll1ica-
tion. If we listened more, we wouldn't have to speak so ITRlch. To be certain, 
nagging is ineffective as well as unscriptural. 
There are some very helpful basic principles involved in maintaining goo~ communi-
cations with others. One idea I have used over the years is the sugges t1on of an 
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agree-disagree sheet. As an example, a number of different ideas are put down, such 
as: "It is alright to modify the truth in order to avoid unpleasantness within the 
hone." The husband and wife decide whether they agree or disagree with that state-
ment. Generally, about 80 percent disagree while the others accept the position to 
some degree or another. To modify means to alter or to change from the original. 
My definition would be that to modify re ans to lie. Even at this, some will still 
say that it is more loving at times to shade the truth. Scripture, of course, 
would not. uphold this_ concept whatsoeyer. Those who say it is alright to lie in the 
hone usually don't know what the Word of God has fo say on this point. Scripture 
points out, "Do not lie to one another, for you have stripped off the old, un-
regenerate self with its evil practices" (Col. 3:9). Lying is a part of the old 
sin nature. Paul further affinns, "Therefore, rejecting all falsity (or falsehood) 
and being done with it, let everyone express the truth with his neighbor, for we 
are all parts of one body and members one of another" (Eph. 4: 25) • We should speak 
the truth in love (Eph. 4:15; Prov. 12:22~) 
Today we live in a society which is noted for its deception and falsehood. There 
are many subtle ways in which lying goes on. Too many wear a mask presenting them-
selves in a marmer which is contrary to the way in which they really are. It is 
so easy to get caught up in lying, which soon becomes a very subtle habit pattern 
of lifeo Consider the matter of exaggeration whereby we create false impressions. 
It is vital always to speak the truth, being totally honest. In this case the end 
never justifies the neans. 
Over the years, my wife and I have endeavored to develop an honest relationship with 
one another. Suppose she comes in after having purchased a new dress , and asks me 
how I like it. If I don't think it looks the best on her, I need to be honest, but 
at the same time very tactful. There is no reason to do anything which might hurt 
her own feelings about herself. My comments should be directed toward the dress 
itself. "I'm not sure the color is the most flattering for you," or "I like some 
of the other dresses that I've seen you wear before," or ''Why don't we look at 
some others? I think they would do you more justice," or even, ''Well, maybe the 
dress isn't all that flattering but I really do like the way you look." There can 
be tactful and honest statements which can get across the opinion. It is important 
to work toward building a relationship of this type. Honesty is a pararn0tmt 
foundation stone. Th.is doesn't happen overnight. After we have spoken the truth, 
relationships can be ceirented together better than ever before. Tactfulness and 
sensitivity to others is paramount. Within the home, sit down and talk about the 
questions you ask one another. There is a point, too, wherein when we ask 
questions to others about ourselves that we may be somewhat deceptive. We may only 
want our own ego to be built up with flattery. Of course, as family members, we 
ought to take the initiative and tell our loved ones honest things which would en-
courage themo Too often does it become apparent that we live in a society in which 
we are afraid people will react to us in a negative manner. There is a classic 
statement in a book on this subject which states something like this, "I'm afraid 
to tell you who I am, because if I tell you who I am, you might not like who I am, 
and that's all I've got.'' This expresses the feeling many people have today. They 
would rather not speak the truth because of the adverse reactions toward them that 
might ensue. As parents, we must so live and guide our children that they may grow 
up to be truthful, honest individuals. Those in our home are going to listen to 
what we have to say as well as to watch what we actually do. The former is often 
more vivid teaching. 
In the Old Testament we find a practical example of what happens when lying occurs 
within a family. Abraham and Sarah were married and were called upon to °leave their 
country and to go into a foreign land. In this area, if the iren had discovered 
that Sarah was· married to Abraham, they would have killed him to take his wife. 
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So, .Abraham lied and said, "Sarah is not my wife. She is my sister." This 
partirular deception was discovered. Years later, Abraham's son was married. 
Isaac had to flee into another land where the ruler had an eye for beautiful 
women. Isaac was afraid that he might be killed because Rebekkah was his wife. He, 
too, like his father, lied to the sovereign. He called her his sister. When Isaac 
was finally confronted with the truth he confessed to it. An LIDfortLIDate pattern 
had developed. It didn't stop there. Jacob deceived his own father and cheated his 
brother Esau. Jacob's own sons conspired against one of their own brothers, Joseph, 
and took a false report back to their father. None of these LIDfortLIDate people had 
learned the lesson. Lying and deception had ruined some phase of their lives and 
testimonies. Isn't it interesting that Scripture records this pattern of deception 
occurring with one family after another? There is a definite reason for it. The 
illustrations should help us become aware of what such activities can lead to. 
Telling a lie or making an exaggeration of the truth is never pleasing to God. 
While speaking the truth at all times is not easy nor does it give any guarantee 
of a positive reaction, yet it is far better to live a life of honesty. This is not 
just in our relationships with one another, but in our relationship with God as 
well. How often are we really truthful as we go into the presence of the Lord to 
share with Hirn what's upon our hearts? Frequently we use words reserved for prayer, 
instead of bringing out what we really feel. We really need to open up with Hirn. 
The Saviour already knows what we think and feel. He reaches out to accept us. If 
we started such a practice, doubtless we would feel freer about being totally honest 
with one anothero The Word of God reminds us, "Speak the truth in love." May we 
emulate that in our daily experiences with those about us for the glory of the Lord. 
Mr. Wright is a licensed marriage, 
family, and child coLIDselor. He 
is Associate Professor of Psychology 
at Biola College and Talbot Seminary. 
Biola College 
La Mirada, California 
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At the beginning of Revelation 4 we find a door opened in heaven. Escorted by the 
beloved apostle John, we are carried far above the shifting seas of this poor world 
and penni tted to gaze with awestruck eyes upon a scene of glory. It is absolutely 
indescribable as we hear things which have been kept secret from the very foundations 
of the world itself. 1he opening verse of this chapter begins the third division 
of the book of Revelation, "the things that shall be hereafter." Israel now comes 
into view and a great TIIl1ltitude of spared Gentiles who are saved out of the hour of 
Tribulation. 1hese people do not belong to the New Testament Church, the body of 
Christ. 1he Rapture of the Church is the homegoing of the Bride of Christ 
(I Thess. 4:13-18). John sees the door opened in heaven and his attention is turned 
from the earth to glory. He is, of the Spirit, caught up far above all the mists of 
this lower scene. He beholds a throne set in heaven. 1he likeness of this august 
Being he cannot even attempt to portray. He only tells us that the glory was like a 
jasper and a sardius ( 4: 3) • The jasper is not the opaque stone we lmow by that name. 
It is later on described as clear as crystal (Rev. 21:11). It is probably the 
diamond, which is the most brilliant of all precious jewels. The other stone is 
blood red. It may really be the ruby. 'These two stones put together give the idea 
of glory and sacrifice. To converted Jews these stones suggest the first and the 
last stones in the breastplate of the high priest of Israel (Exodus 28:17-20). The 
one would suggest the name Reuben, "Behold a son," and the other Benjamin, "The son 
at my right hand." Here is the typical and wonderful symbolical truth of Jesus 
Christ enthroned. It is the Son of God about to rule and reign in power. 
In verse three we see a rainbow which is "like mto an emerald." This was the stone 
of Judah, which means "praise." This suggests the perpetuity of the Noahic covenant 
and God's unchanging goodness despite all of man's failure, folly and wickedness on 
every hand. Around the central throne John sees twenty- four thrones, trans lated in 
the King James version as "seats." On these lesser thrones were seated twenty-four 
elders. These are not spirits nor are they angels. Angels are never nurrbered. 
Sometimes they are referred to as myriads by myriads or ten thousands and thousands 
of thousands. Angels are never crowned al though these elders are. There are two 
Greek words for crown. One represents the crown of a potentate. The other is the 
crown of one who wins a victory. It is the garland of success. These elders have 
the latter and they sing praises to the Lamb of God ( 4:9, 10). Once they were sin-
ful people but now redeemed mto God by the blood of the Lamb. Such a thing could 
never be said of the angels. Only human beings can experience eternal redemption. 
These twenty-four elders are God's saints. They are the redeemed of all mankind, 
His blood-bought people who are in heaven enthroned around the central throne of 
God. Notice that they are seated, not standing. They are the Lord's co-laborers. 
They have won the victory over this life and are now crowned with the garlands of 
attainment. 
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The number twenty-four, twice that of twelve, represents the twelve patriarchs of 
Israel in the Old Testament, and the twelve apostles of Christ in the New Testament. 
Together they make up God's total redeemed sociP.ty representative of all ages. This 
is the same system of numbers found in John's description of the beautiful city, 
the new Jerusalem. There are twelve gates and on those gates are the names of the 
twelve apostles. The twelve of Israel and the twelve of the church rn~ke up the 
twenty-four elders seated on the throne before G0d. 
Some of. these Old Testament saints have already been raised from the dead. After 
the resurrection of our Lord they appeared unto many in Jerusalem. Some of ··~hem, 
like Enoch and Elijah, have already been raptured. They did not see death and are 
already translated. The total number of twenty-four is a descriptive symbol of the 
all-inclusiveness of God's grace. There is no loss of a single person who has 
believed. In I Peter 2:5, 9 we are told that God' s people are a royal priesthood. 
The twenty-four courses of the Old Testarrent priests also represent all of God's 
people. There is a definite number of God's people; their names are written in the 
Lamb's Book of Life. When that last soul is saved, that will be the end. This wL.l 
be the consummation of the history of God's people. 
What a thrilling sight nrust have been John's when he saw the v1s1on of the 
resurrected and ascended Christ in the different aspects of His ministry. These 
are represented in His walking in the midst of the seven churches in chapters two 
and three, as well as His being seated in glory as the scene opens in chapter four. 
Corrnnencing this last major division of the book, John sees Christ seated upon the 
beautiful throne. His countenance and appearance were so tremendous that the 
apostle could hardly look upon Hirn. The thrones of the twenty-four elders repre-
sent the totality of all redeerned mankind. The Rapture, or the translation of the 
Church, takes place beginning with Revelation 4:1. It is the resurrection of those 
who sleep in Christ, as well as those who do not see death (I Thess. 4:13-18). 
Thereafter, the redeemed of the Larrb look down upon the events transpiring during 
the terrible Tribulation. This begins with chapter six and continues through the 
19th. 
These twenty-four elders, rnentioned twelve different times in Revelation, are in 
their places as they watch the mighty accession of those who are corning out of the 
Great Tribulationo Their robes have been washed in the blood of the Lamb and they 
enter through the gates of glory. These are obviously the tribulation saints, the 
martyred sons of God. I want to give you a description of what happens when, as 
believers, we are taken up into glory at the Rapture. There are two great events 
that transpire when you and I are resurrected, whether we are living at the moment 
or have gone into death. First of all, we are changed in a moment, in the twinkling 
of an eye, to meet the Lord. We shall stand at the judgment seat of Onist. As 
the judge would sit when he crowned the victor in a race, or when he gave the re-
wards of the state, so Christ will reward those believers who have been faithf~l 
and whose works have been for His glory (II Cor. 5: 10). This is not the judgment 
of the mbelievers which comes later at the Great White Throne (Rev. 20) • No bom-
again Christian will have any part in that event. Likewise, no one who has rejected 
the Saviour will be acquitted. All will stand condellllled. I Cor. 3 tells us exactly 
what is going to happen when God's children are standing before the Berna judgrne1t 
seat of Christ. "Every man's work shall be made manifest; for the day shall declare 
it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall test every man's work 
of what sort it is." If any man's work is made of gold or silver and precious 
stones, his spiritual work will abide and he will receive a rewa:d •. ~f his work is 
made of wood, hay and stubble, however, it will be burned. The ind1 v1dual, of 
course does not lose his salvation. It is as though a naked man ran out of a 
burning house with everything he possessed conslU1led in the conflagration. The man 
only escaped with his life. We underscore the fact that these words refer to works 
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only, not to salvation. For those who accept Jesus 01.Tist now, the judgment and 
wrath of God against our iniquity has thereby fallen upon the Lord at the cross. 
His sufferings and shed blood made atonement for our sins • The road of 
rejection of Christ leads to no other thing but the burning judgment of God. 
When believers are taken into glory their judgment will be based on their works for 
the Lord, and thereby their rewards. We receive the fruit of our ministry for 
Christo This comes at the end of the age of grace, in connection with the Rapture 
of the Church (Luke 14:14). Remember what Paul says in II Timothy "4:·1 ·, 8, "I have 
fought a good fight, I have finished my course." He had kept the faith and knew that 
there was laid up for him a "crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
judge, shall give ire at that day; and not to me only, but unto all them also that 
love his appearingo" The great reward comes not at death but when Christ cores 
again at the resurrection (Rev. 22:12). No man could be given the reward of his 
life when he dies. The influence of his life continues to go on until Jesus cores 
again. This is why believers ought to remenner the Lord's work in their wills. 
Even after you are dead, your ministry can go foiward in efforts to win the lost. 
Only Christ at the "bema" seat is able to unravel the influence of a man's life, 
making certain he receives the reward he rightly deserves. It is an old familiar 
saying, and yet so completely true, "Only one life, 'twill soon be past. Only 
what's done for Christ will last." 
As we study the first few verses of Revelation chapter four, we can't help but see 
the setting for what follows in the rest of the book. There is a sharp break in 
the continuity of thought between chapters three and four. Entirely new matters 
are discussed. A proper interpretation of this situation is really the key to 
understanding everything that follows. We have great symbolical scenes of judgment 
depicted in the majority of this portion of Scripture. John had already been in a 
state of spiritual contemplation on the island of Patmos when he crune to look upon 
the door opened in heaven (4:1), about which the apostle had prophesied (1:19). 
God's faithful servant is called to heaven that he might look down on all that 
shall follow from the point of view of glory itself. Dr. G. · Campbell Morgan 
rightly pointed out, "Any true understanding of the course of world events rrrust be 
based on heaven's perspective of those events." 
The first thing John sees as he gets to heaven is a beautiful throne and one 
specific individual who is seated on the throne. Heaven is a part of the revelation 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is a definite material place. John saw an actual 
literal throne. The body of the Saviour was physically raised from the dead. 
Christ said, ''Handle me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see 
me have" (Luke 24:39). In this manner He ascended into heaven. Certainly there 
must be a material heaven or else there was no ascension at all. And if there was 
no ascension of the Lord, then there was no resurrection. And if there was no 
resurrection, then there is neither any salvation for you and me! 
It is unfortunate that there are those who teach there will be no future material 
kingdom of God established on earth. They would have us believe that the church is 
the kingdom and that Christ is now enthroned in heaven as King over the church. 
This view is distinctly contral'.)7 to Biblical teaching. The great prophetic llOth 
Psalm outlines the future events, "The Lord said unto my Lord, sit thou at my right 
hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool" (110: 1) • What does the "until" 
mean in this verse? It signifies something that is going to happen. The picture 
is Christ rising from the throne at the end of the age of grace. It is perfectly 
conceivable that this event will evoke the greatest of all outbursts of praise. 
The day of evil in the book of Revelation is about to close. The eternal plan and 
righteousness of God is about to be vindicated forever. The Day of the Lord, that 
prophetichour which begins with the Tribulation and extends through into the king-
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dom, is about to dawn on the earth. So, this vision in chapter four is in reality 
that of Christ about to leave His Father's throne where He has been throughout the 
age of the Church. He is there at present as our mediator. He ever lives to. make 
intercession for us. We will see this more clearly when we come to chapter fl ve. 
There Christ is in the interval between His descent from the Father's throne and 
the ascent to His own throne. 
Up until this present hour, no man has ever seen God at any time. In the Old ~esta­
ment there were appearances in which He revealed Himself under some form for His 
purposes of redemption. In Christ, God the Father was fully revealed (John 1: 18). 
In a very real sense, all who have seen Christ have also seen the Father 
(John 14 :9). We read that round about the throne there was a rainbow which repre-
sented an emerald. In the Old Testament a rainbow was introduced as God's pledge 
to Noah, as well as to the human race that the earth would never again be destroyed 
by water. Judgments will soon break forth in the book of Revelation which will 
ultimately end in the destruction of the world. God has never said that the con-
tinuance of this world is either necessary to His plans or dependent upon His 
divine pleasure. It rests upon the maintenance of the conditions of Noah's 
covenant. If men reject this covenant, offered in the Lord Jesus Christ, then they 
are eternally lost. 1he Bible certainly teaches that all is to pass away. Yet, in 
His love and grace, God is not willing that any should perish. 1he holy restraint 
which God placed upon man through the centuries has now been removed. Do you 
realize that within the last century it has been proposed in Christendom, for the 
first time since Babel, to abolish marriage, capital punishment, and everything 
that once God set up to be the rules for the human race? These . are indeed dark 
and prophetic hours in which we are living. 
Having been called up to heaven where he was shown the things that will take place 
after the age of the church, the apostle John explains, "Immediately I was in the 
Spirit and, behold, a throne was set in heaven, and one sat on the throne. And he 
that sat was to look upon like a jasper and a sardius stone; and there was a rain-
bow rmmd about the throne, in sight like an emerald" ( 4: 2, 3) • Just as in 
I Cor. 15: 52, "In a mo:rrent, in the twinkling of an eye," he is suddenly transferred 
to heaven. In body he is still on the Isle of Patmos, but in spirit he is now in 
glory. There he views a throne. 1he book of Revelation is known as "the throne 
book." 1he word is used 45 times. In fact, in chapters four and five, which in-
troduce us to the subject, the term is used 17 different times. 1his is highly 
significant since "throne" is used only 15 other times in the rest of the whole 
New Test anent. For this reason the throne becomes the very center of attraction. 
It represents universal sovereignty and rulership of our heavenly Father. 
Remember, the Lord reigns throughout the whole universe, not just upon the earth 
(Psalm 47:8; 103:19). At the present time Jesus Christ sits at the right hand of 
the Father. 1he throne John sees is far above all the petty struggles of earthly 
governments of men. This emphasizes the true dominion of our olTil1ipotent almighty 
God. The throne also speaks of judgment. 1hat which John sees is set for the 
purpose of judgment for seven years. Notice especially that it is set. 1his is 
very important because it denotes a permanency. It is not like the earthly 
thrones which sometimes topple. As John describes the Person seated on the throne 
he cannot define shapes or forms because He is God the Father, and God is a Spirit 
not fashioned as we understand the human body. The Lord Jesus Christ now has a 
glorified body. For this reason the apostle can only speak of something colorful 
to help us understand what the Father is like (4:3). This is characteristic of 
the descriptions found in the book of Revelation. The Holy Spirit is referred to 
in Rev. 4: 5 by . the little phrase, "And there were seven lamps of fire burning be-
fore the throne, which are the seven spirits of God." This is what Isaiah meant 
in talking about the one Holy Spirit who has seven different characteristics or 
attributes. Each member of the Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Ghost, all have an 
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active part to play during those hours whid1 are yet to come upon the earth. 
The throne seen here in chapter four is obviously the throne of the triun~ Go~. It 
is also the eteTilal throne. This is in contrast to the devil's throne which is 
temporary. The earth itself, as well as the atmospheric heavens, is the devil's . 
throne. Satan is not everywhere at one time since he is not omipresent. Yet, his 
activities are carried out by the demons who serve him. Although Satan has a place 
of rule now, Rev. 20: 10 makes very clear his judgment. He will definitely be cast 
into the lake of fire and brimstone. All earthly thrones will pass away when Christ 
retuTils (Rev. 19:llff). The kings and the armies of earth will be gathered together 
for war. Scripture says that they will be destroyed. The beast and the false 
prophet who ruled the world during the coming hour of great Tribulation will be cast 
alive into the lake of fire (Rev. 19:20). 
Psalm 2 refers to the ultimate victory of God. "Why do the heathen rage, and the 
peoples imagine a vain thing? The kings of the earth set themselves, and the 
rulers take counsel together against the Lord, and against His anointed, saying, 
Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us. He who 
si tteth in the heavens shall laugh; for the Lord shall have them in derision" 
(2:1-4). Why will God laugh? It will certainly not be a haughty laugh of pride, 
but it will be a laugh at the foolishness of the nations who think they can es-
tablish their thrones above the throne of God. After the Lord has the nations in 
derision, "Then shall He speak unto them in His wrath, and vex them in His great 
displeasure. Yet have I set l\1y king upon l\1y holy hill of Zion" (Psalm 2: 5 ,6) • This 
is direct reference to the Lord Jesus Christ. The promise is given to the Son, 
"Ask of ire, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the utter-
most parts of the earth for thy possession. Thou shalt break them with a rod of 
iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel" (Psalm 2: 8 ,9). This 
passage isn't a missionary text. The immediate reference has to do with a future 
day when Jesus Christ will come into possession of the earth at the decree of God. 
All earthly kingdoms and human powers will eventually be shattered like clay when 
it is dropped to the pavement. 
There is another throne mentioned in Revelation which is knowr. as the Great White 
throne (20:11). This is also a temporal throne because it is set up to judge those 
who have rejected the Lord Jesus Christ as their personal Saviour. Then there is an 
eteTilal throne known as the throne of God and of the Lamb. This is very beautifully 
and descriptively portrayed in Revelation 22:1-3. This dominion is beyond the reach 
of all men and all evil angels. 
It is very interesting to see such truth as Philippians 1 :6, "Being confident of 
this very thing, that He who hath begun a good work in you will perform it until 
the day of Jesus Christ." Once we get to heaven there will be no more "untils. '' 
They will be forever past. No judgment will ever visit the believer again when he 
gets to the other side, nor will any sin be allowed in heaven. There are truths 
that affect us for all time, and there are truths that affect us forever and for 
eteTility. 
After he observes the throne of God in Revelation 4, John's attention is now 
directed to the twenty-four surrounding thrones, upon which the twenty-four elders 
have been seated. "Seats" is best translated "thrones." The elders are represent-
ed as in a situation of repose, clothed in white raiment, and having on their 
heads crowns of gold. They are a representative body of all the saints of all 
ages. There is the parallel of the Old Testament where the priesthood is described 
by twenty-four orders of priests. There were actually thousands of priests in 
Israel's day but they could not all minister at the same time. Accordingly, they 
were divided into twenty-four orders, each of which was represented by a priest. 
In a similar manner, the twenty-four elders mentioned in Revelation may be regarded 
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as a representative body. The crowns are symbolic of the victors. They were of 
gold, indicating the accomplishments that had been attained. If this passage is 
regarded as a chronological passage before the time of the Tribulation, which these 
chapters afteiward unfold for us, then it eliminates angels as on~s represented by 
the twenty-four elders. Their judgment seems to come much later in the book. The 
elders also cannot only be a representation of Israel for her judgment als? se~ms 
to come at the end of the Tribulation and not before. Only the church, which is 
raptured before chapter four, is left. Personally, I believe they ar~ representa-
tives of twelve out of the Old Testcnrent economy and twelve representing the New 
Testcnrent. Tilis gives us a picture of the redeemed through all the centuries. 
1he next thing we notice is that, "Out of the throne proceeded lightnings and 
thtmderings, and voices: and there were seven lamps of fire burning before the 
throne, which are the seven spirits of God" ( 4: 5) . Thi s is a prophetic picture of 
the righteous judgment of God upon a sinful world. 1he sounds are similar to what 
was heard at the giving of the Law (Exodus 19 : 16) . 1hey are a fit ting preliminary 
to the Great Tribulation as the Lord deals with the world in righteous judgment. 
1here are seven lamps of fire which are seen burning before the throne. 1hese are 
identified as the seven spirits of God mentioned earlier (Rev. 1:4; 3:1). 1hese 
are best understood as a representation of the Holy Spirit in a seven-fold manner, 
rather than seven individual spirits. Ordinarily the Holy Spirit is not humanly 
visible llllless embodied in some way. When the Holy Spirit came upon Christ at the 
occasion of His baptism He appeared in the form of a dove. In a similar way, on 
the day of Pentecost, the coming of the Holy Spirit would not have been visible if 
it hadn't been for the cloven tongues like fire (Acts 2:3). 1he seven lamps of 
fire in Revelation 4:5 are the means by which John is informed of the presence of 
the Holy Spirit. 1he number seven is characteristic of perfection and is in keep-
ing with the revelation of Isaiah 11:2,3. 
Occupying an important part of the scene before John is a sea of glass, described 
as like unto pure crystal (4:6-8). In the backgrolfild are four living creatures. 
John gives us no specific explanation of the rreaning of this sea of glass. As is 
tnie with other portions of Revelation he expects the reader to draw conclusions 
from similar scenes found elsewhere in the Bible. Here there could be an analogy 
to the sea of brass in the tabernacle of the Old Testament, or the molten sea in 
the temple of Solomon and of Herod. Both of them were lavers, or washstands, 
designed for the cleansing of the priests and for various ceremonial rites. 1hese 
represent typically the sanctifying power of the Word of God. John is not 
occupied at this point with the sea of glass, but is rather more concerned with 
the four living creatures described as in the midst of the throne and rotmd about 
the throne. He records that they are full of eyes before and behind. Each one of 
them had six wings. In verse seven they are described respectively as like a lion, 
a calf, a man, and a flying eagle. 1heir ministry before the throne of God is 
that of lfilceasingly ascribing holiness to the Lord. The translation "beasts" is 
quite inaccurate. It should be changed to "living ones" from the original Greek. 
In considering these living creatures which were around and by the throne of God 
it's interesting to consider what their involvement is in this scene (4:5-11). ' 
The first one of these was like a lion, the second one like a calf, the third had 
the face of a man, and the fourth was like a flying eagle. Each of these four 
living creatures had six wings and was full of eyes within. They don't rest day 
or night as they keep on declaring, "Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, who was, 
and is , and is to come'' (Rev. 4: 8) • When those living ones give glory and thanks 
to Him who sits on the throne, who liveth forever and ever, the twenty-four elders 
fall down before Him. 
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In considering the backgrolllld of these individuals, we consider the first chapter 
of Ezekiel, remembering that the prophet saw a whirlwind. Before it was a great 
black cloud. In the Jnidst of it was a fire enfolding itself. Out of this scene 
Ezekiel beheld the likeness of four living creatures (Ezek. 10 :20). Here the Old 
Testament prophet calls them "the four cherubim of God." They represented th~ 
animated life of all the hosts of God in heaven. They are referred to many times 
in Scripture. In -the third chapter of Genesis, for example, when Adam and Eve were 
cast out of the Garden of Eden, the cherubim were placed on the east side of the 
Garden to guard and to keep the Tree of Life. In the building of the tabernacle, 
the pattern of which God gave Moses from heaven, there were cherubim interwoven in 
the sacred veil before the holy of holies. There were cherubim also interwoven in 
the ten curtains that covered the tabernacle. Above the ark of the covenant that 
contained the Ten Cormnandments was the nercy seat. The lid made out of solid gold 
had the two fonns of the cherubim arched over the throne. Their eyes looked down 
upon the blood of expiation and the blood of forgiveness. Throughout the pages of 
the Old Testament, Jehovah God is called the one who dwells between the cherubim. 
Solomon carved the likeness of the cherubim around the lower parts of the lavers, or 
those basins which contained water in which the priest would wash and be cleansed. 
He placed the likeness of the cherubim on the olive doors as well as on other 
prominent places. In the days of Oirist, Herod's temple had the supposed likeness 
of cherubim painted on the walls. Josephus, the Roman-Jewish historian, tells us 
that by the time Herod arrived on the scene, the people had forgotten what the 
scriptural form of a cherub really looked like. Today we have no real idea except 
that they had wings. It is interesting that in the scriptural pattern of the 
tabernacle we have God's clear delineation of every little hook, curtain and rod. 
There is, however, no description of the cherubim. What they look like is known 
only to God. In the Bible, Ezekiel and John in Revelation present the symbolic 
form of these glorious creations. They have four faces; in Revelation and in 
Ezekiel each cherub has the same four representative faces. 
The cherubim play an important place in the administrative decrees of almighty 
God. First of all, they have to do with this world and God's purposes in this 
created life. Four is the scriptural number for the world even as seven is the 
number of the fullness of God or of perfection. Three is the number of the deity 
of God. There are four seasons; four points of the compass; four elements; four 
winds, and everything connected with four refers to this earth. The four faces of 
the cherubim were the face of a man, the face of an ox, the face of a lion, and 
the face of a flying eagle. These have to do with all of God's created life in 
this world in which we live. How interesting that they should be found not only in 
the Old Testament (Ezekiel), but also in the New Testament (Revelation). 
The cherubim also have to do with the implementation and execution of God's pur-
poses and decrees. They stand on the steps leading up to the Lord's throne, one on 
each side, ready and equipped to execute God's decrees and rules anywhere in the 
world. We read, "And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and thunderings and 
voices" ( 4: 5) • This is really a throne of judgment. Throughout the rest of the 
book of Revelation we find further activities of these cherubim (Rev. 6:1, 2; 
15 :7). In the elective purposes of sovereign God Almighty there is a day coming 
when this world shall be judged in its sin. The earth shall be redeemed from its 
corruption, and the Lord will make a new creation. The fulfillment of all these 
decrees of God res ts in the hands of the four cherubim. 
Revelation is really the book of the di vine unveiling of Jesus Oirist. It por-
trays for us in a most interesting and fascinating fashion all that our Saviour 
came to do and is doing and will do throughout the future ages of time and all 
eternity. In chapter four, verses five through eleven, we have a most significant 
picture of the throne of God which is surrounded by the four living creatures 
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which we believe, based on co:mparative Scripture, are the cherubim. 1hese beings 
have to do with God's purposes in created life. Four in the Bible is the number for 
the world. 1here are four seasons, four points to the co:mpass, four elements, four 
w:j_nds, and so forth. Hebrew of ancient time categorized four who were primary 
among the fonns of life God created: first, man; second, among all domestic life, 
the ox; third, among all the wild, untame life, the lion; and fourth, among the 
birds of heaven, the flying eagle. It is interesting that these four faces are 
characterized by these cherubim. 1heir responsibility is to carry out the execution 
of God's purposes for this world and the various forms of life He has created. 1hey 
are also the emblems and instnunents of God's love and purposes of grace for you 
and me. 
We are reminded in the Word that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God 
(I Cor. 15:50). For a person to be confined forever in this body of death would be 
a horrible sentence, beyond any imaginable concept to describe it. How terrible it 
would be should we be forced to live forever in this body subjected to pain, 
suffering and old age. Sin, depravity and corruption has put forth its hand and 
has bound down the body of death. Only in that holy and redemptive day, when 
resurrected and glorified with Christ, can we experience true innnortality. This 
physical frame is to be planted in the earth when we die. If we believe in Christ, 
however, it will be resurrected to the glory of God. We will be given a house made 
without hands, eternal in the heavens. This guarding, keeping and protecting care 
of the cherubim is that we may someday inherit that eternal glory which the Lord has 
prepared for those who trust in Him. 
Certainly the four living creatures, or cherubim, signify blessing in our earthly 
life. When the twelve tribes of the children of Israel marched, they had four 
different flags or standards which represented the administrative and judicial pur-
poses of God. 1he flag of the tribe of Judah was the lion. 1hree tribes gathered 
on that side. 1he standard of Reuben was a man, and there were three tribes which 
went forward together. The standard of Dan was the flying eagle, and that ensign 
had three tribes. Finally, the standard of Ephraim was an ox, with its three attend-
ing tribes. All twelve tribes gathered around the central glory of God. 1he Lord 
had taken His children out of the bondage of Egypt, preserving them throughout the 
wilderness experiences. Finally, the faithful were settled in the promised land of 
Canaan lll1der the symbols of the cherubim: a lion, an ox, a man, and a flying eagle. 
Such is God's care for His own people in this weary world, too. He guides and 
directs us through the wilderness of this life, lll1til finally He gives to us our 
ultimate promised inheritance in heaven. 
We also find in verse nine that there will be a wonderful song of salvation to be 
Slll1g (4:5-11). This forms a marvelous treatise on the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. When the Lamb takes the book, the four cherubim and the four and twenty 
elders fall down before Him and sing this new song. In Romans 8 the apostle Paul 
reminds us that not only shall fallen humanity be redeemed and delivered from the 
bondage of corruption, but also that the entire creation of God shall be brought 
back from the corruption it has experienced (8: 19). What a great experience awaits 
us, as well as this old sin-cursed earth! 
What a tremendous sound of praise must be heard when the four cherubim of heaven cry 
out, "Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come" 
(Rev. 4:8). 1his is co:mparable to what we find in Isaiah 6:1-3. In this Old 
Testament passage the seraphim ascribe holiness and total authority to God. This is 
all the promised possession of Christ in Philippi;ms 2:9-11. This was given to Him 
after His death on Calvary's cross for you and me. In Revelation, these four living 
creatures seem to be the constant attendants at the throne of God. They are said to 
be "full of eyes within." This simply emphasizes that they see in every direction 
at the same time. They will not allow any individual who is not absolutely holy to 
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come near the throne. Looking within they can scrutinize the very hearts and minds 
. of those who approach the Lord. 
As far as a dictionary definition is concerned, the word "worship" comes from 
''worth-ship." It neans to ascribe worth to sonebody. Only God is entirely worthy. 
There is no worth in man that we should ever worship him (Romans · 7: 18) • We should 
find our self-esteem in Christ, and we can completely worship the Lord. 
In Revelation 4: 10, the 24 elders cast their crowns before the throne of God. This 
may well refer to an act whereby they acknowledge the Lord who enabled them to attain 
the crowns, and then penni tted them to keep them afterwards. These 24 elders are 
representatives of believers in both the Old and New Testrurent dispensations. Those 
who have been born again in themselves merit nothing at all. Only those works which 
have been accomplished by God and through the power of the Holy Spirit in us will be 
rewarded at that future day (I Cor. 3:13, 14). 
The 24 elders also acknowledge the presence of the Lord ( 4: ll). They declared, 
"Thou hast created all things, and for Thy pleasure they are and were created." 
This parallels the thought in Col. 1: 16. We have been created and newly born again 
for God's pleasure. He has done this for us, ''That we should be to the praise of 
His glory, who first trusted in Christ" (Eph. 1: 12). Seeing the Lord as He really 
is, we will then see ourselves as we really are. The reason those in the world 
don't see their own lost spiritual condition is because they have never seen God in 
all of His holiness. When by faith they come to Him for salvation, they will cry 
out with Isaiah, ''Woe is me, for I am l.Illdone, because I am a man of llllclean lips , 
and I dwell in the midst of a people of llllclean lips; for mine eyes have seen the 
King, the Lord of hosts" (Isa. 6 :5). This is the only perspective which can bring 
true reality to life. Have you ever seen God in His holiness? Have you ever come 
to the place where you realized your utter dependence upon the Lord? Do you 
realize that anything you accomplish for the Saviour must be by and through the 
Holy Spirit's power? Will you have any crowns to lay before Him when you meet Him 
face to face? The Lord looks at the heart and knows the complete attitude that is 
to be folllld there. God knows whether we allow His Holy Spirit to work His life out 
through us. Such a realization should cause us to become both sober and humble. 
This should give us a challenge and detennination to live for Christ as never before. 
One of the most penetrating verses in the Bible, as far as the Christian is con-
cerned, is I John 2:28, "And now, little children, abide in Him, that, when He shall 
appear, we may have confidence and not be ashrured before Him at His coming." There 
is no question but that we need to be yielded to the Spirit of God, who lives with-
in every believer. Do we allow Him to do His work through us as we live this 
Christian experience, even moving through this valley of the shadow of death? 
The distinguishing aspect of Revelation chapter five brings up what is connnonly 
known as the subject of the seven seals. Let us keep in mind the scene which we 
observed in the fourth chapter. There were the four cherubim as well as the 24 
elders all armmd the throne of God. Here Jesus Christ is worshipped as the great 
cre·ator. The seven sealed book is in the right hand of Him who is seated on the 
throne. Here we have in the Father's right hand a book which is written within, and 
on the back side it has- seven seals. Don't picture this as a volume such as we 
might find in a library. This is more a roll of parchment. The Old Testrurent books 
of Israel were generally in such rolls. With the seven seals we are to l.Illderstand 
that this book was rolled up to a certain point and then a seal was put upon it so 
that it could not be opened further until the seal was broken. In this ~er, when 
the first seal was opened, a certain portion of the book was exposed to view. That 
meant that when the seventh seal was broken the entire book would be unfolded to 
view. The seven sealed book really represents the title deed to this world. God 
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declares, ''Who is worthy to take the book and to loose the seals thereof?" (5: 2). 
This is just another way of stating, "Who is the rightful heir? Who can say, 'This 
world belongs to ire?'" Adam certainly couldn't answer in the affinnative. His 
inheritance was forfeited because of sin. The devil cheated him out of it. No 
angel could step up and take the book from God. There is not a single person, 
apart from Christ, no created being, who could rightlyclaim title to this title 
deed to the earth. Even the apostle John had to testify, "I wept much, because no 
man was fmmd worthy to open and to read the book, neither to look on it" (5 :4). 
Then, one of the elders came and encouraged him, "Weep not; behold, the Lion of 
the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the scroll, and to 
loose its seven seals" (5:5). What a beautiful picture of our Saviour. 
Tile seven sealed scroll represents the investiture of Christ with the reins of 
sovereignty and government over all the earth (Matt. 28: 18). The tmbroken book also 
represents the tmrealized, tmknown and llllexecuted decrees of heaven. It is very 
significant that this book brings into the scene of heaven Jesus Christ Himself. 
Now He steps up to His heavenly Father to receive it. The Prince of glory who takes 
the scroll does so in the character of the Lamb that was slain on the sacrificial 
altar for our atoneirent. When this scroll is taken by the hands of Christ, the 
great Redeemer of the world, all creation breaks into tremendous song. All the hosts 
above and on the earth, all creation, animate and inanimate, sing to the glory of 
the Lamb. Their doxologies are all the words of hIBilan redemption, "Worthy art Thou 
to take the scroll, and to open its seals; for Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed 
us to God by Thy blood" (5 :9). This is the book of redemption. It represents the 
casting out of the devil, this usurper. He will be consigned forever in hell. 
Death, sin, and the grave will be no more. What a tremendous thing this seven 
sealed scroll is in the hand of God on the throne as Jesus steps up to receive it 
from Hirn to open the seals thereof. 
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BIOLA HOUR HIGHLIGHTS 
ISSUE NO. 11 
FEATURING OCTOBER MESSAGES 
Panel :Discussions 
Panel: Dr. Chase, Dr. Feinberg, Dr. Sutherland 
Q. ''Would you please explain II Peter 3:10-12 in the light of corning events. Does 
this particular passage refer to what will take place before or after the millennial 
reign of Christ?" 
A. This portion of Scripture, along with I Peter and the Book of Jude, is full of 
eschatological or prophetic truth. Peter warns about the apostasy in the last days. 
Because of false prophets among the people, God's judgment would be experienced. 
Under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, the apostle tells about the tremendous 
cataclysmic change which is coming. There will be a great dissolution, a rrelting 
of the very elerrents. When he refers to "the day of the Lord" coming as "a thief 
in the night" we see this as concluding events, rather than at their beginning. 
This is why we ought to make sure our lives are characterized by holy living and 
godliness. We are to be "looking for and hastening LU1 to the coming of the day of 
God." Peter goes on to say that we as believers, according to God's promise, 
"look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness." The old 
created heavens and earth will pass away, being rrel ted with fervent heat. This 
will require something vastly more than man's atomic or hydrogen bombs. God is 
going to do it and it will be a complete job. When Jesus calls all true believers 
to be with Him, this is known as "the day of Olris t." It is the Rapture 
(Philippians 1:6; I Thessalonians 4:13-18). This ushers in inunediately the day of 
the Lord. That will be a seven-year period of agony on earth for tmbelieving 
Gentiles and Jews. It is referred to in Scripture as the Tribulation. This pre-
pares the way for the 1000 year reign of our Saviour here on the earth which is 
also a part of "the day of the Lord." It is at the end of that millennial reign 
when the events prophesied by Peter will transpire. This thereby ushers in "the 
day of God'' (II Peter 3:12) which is the eternal day. 
Q. "Is the anti-Christ going to be a Jew?" 
A. · It might help to lilderstand that opposing the Trinity there is a triad of evil. 
All of these are referred to in Revelation 13. This involves Satan, the anti-
christ, and the false prophet (Rev~ 13:2). In this verse, the restless sea 
synbolizes the nations of the world. This man who arises has great authority which 
is represented by his horns and crowns • In Reve la ti on 13: 11 there is another 
beast or another man who is spoken of. Arising out of the earth, he could readily 
be referring to the land of Israel. He also will have authority (13:15). As we 
read the entire passage we find that the beast out of the earth points men to the 
beast out of the sea, even as the Holy Spirit points people to the Lord Jesus 
Olrist. The false prophet will point people to the anti-christ. -Following this 
interpretation, the false prophet need not come out of Israel, although he possibly 
could be a Jew. It is more likely that he will be revealed out of the so-called 
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revival of the old Roman Empire. The beast out of the land, on the other hand, we 
believe must be a Jew. In Rev. 19 :20 we read that both the beast and the false 
prophet are cast alive into the lake of fire. There are two leaders to be seen: the 
apostate Gentile, who is a political leader, and the apostate Jew, a religious 
leader. History interestingly shows that up lilltil this time there have been at 
least 64 false messiahs (a couple of them are even mentioned in Acts). 
Q. "Does the Bible teach there are both degrees of punishment in hell, as well as 
degrees of joy in heaven? In the latter, the more a person knows of the truth, and 
yet fails to fulfill, the greater his condenmation. Could you comment on Heb. 6 :4,5 
in this regard?" 
A. The passage about which you have written is addressed to a group of believing 
Jews. There were many in that day, even as now, who were just intellectually con-
cerned with .Messiah's claim.5. They had never made a personal decision for Christ. 
Theirs was a profession but not a possession of the Saviour. This is why the Holy 
Spirit has caused the author to issue a number of warnings to them. These are not 
a terror to believers but rather to llllbelievers. The Bible clearly teaches that as 
many as God calls He also justifies, and as many as He justifies He sanctifies, and 
as many as He sanctifies He glorifies. There is absolutely no shrinkage nor loss 
along the way. We who believe are kept by the power of God (John 10 :28-30). While 
Hebrews speaks of those who were once enlightened, who tasted the heavenly gift, 
and were made partakers of the Holy Spirit, "if they shall fall away it is im-
possible to renew them again lillto repentance, seeing they crucify them.5elves the 
Son of God afresh." There are several erroneous interpretations re la ti ve to these 
verses. The warning is directed to Jewish people who profess to be believers in 
Christ but stop short of faith in Hirn. Others think the admonition is simply a 
hypothetical case. Soire hold that the warning is directed to believers who have 
fallen into sin so that they have practically nullified any profession of relation-
ship. to Christ. Thereby they have lost their rewards and are saved "so as by fire." 
A large group would tell us that the passage refers to believers who, if they do 
fall away into lillbelief or sin, have thereby lost their salvation. This is clearly 
refuted by other Scriptures (John 3:16, Romans 8:28-30). Ours is not a short-term 
salvation. We have been promised eternal life. We do not see believers in view here 
at all. These people had come illlder the tremendous power of the Gospel where the 
Spirit of God's working was evident. Additionally, they saw things that were yet to 
come, and still with this demonstration before them they drew back. They were 
"almost persuaded," but lost! The reason we can be so sure of this is the fact that 
in the entire passage there is no word, folilld elsewhere in the New Tes tcurent, 
stating the saved condition of individuals. We don't find "born again;" "made 
partakers of the divine nature;" "son of God;" "inheritors of the truth;" "in-
heritance of the saints of light." There is indication of re generatim or trans-
formation. These fell short as we can see the contrast in verse nine, "But, 
beloved, we are persuaded better things of you." What better things than salvation? 
This section of Scripture is a definite warning to illlbelievers who have gotten so 
close, being almost persuaded, but lost. 
Q. "Is there a Biblical base for having confidence that if we pray in Jesus' nmre 
for an lillsaved family irember that he will be saved? Certainly this act will glorify 
Christ's ncure." 
A. The first principle is that we definitely ought to pray continually for those 
who don't know the Lord as their Saviour. Never forget this fact, or become dis-
couraged in our efforts. Very possibly the writer is referring to John 14: 13, 14, 
"And whatever ye shall ask in my nmre, that will I do, that · the · Father may be 
glorified in the Son. If ye shall ask anything in my name , I will do it.'' Keep in 
mind that all of our prayers must be with the one penneating thought, "Thy will be 
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done!" We Ilil.l.St have greater faith in God than we do in our prayers. Suppose you 
have supreme faith in your prayers, and then they are not answered. You will have 
nothing left to stand on. If all you do is secured with a pennanent faith in God, 
knowing that He will do right, then whether your prayers are answered or not, your 
faith will not be shaken. Keep praying consistently and earnestly for loved ones, 
but leave the decision as to their salvation in the hands of the Holy Spirit. The 
Lord will do that which is exceedingly abtmdantly above all we could ask or think. 
Q. "Some time ago I loaned a man, who claim.5 to be a Christian, a considerable 
amount of money. I have asked for payment but he has ignored re. I also contacted 
the fellow's attorney and he has not responded. In light of I Corinthians 6, 
would I be justified in taking this man to court?'' 
A. Legally, of course, you apparently would have every right to prosecute. There 
is always the other alternative which is to go beyond the legal to what is a 
Biblical principle. As an example, a mother takes care of her child, not because 
there's a law that says if she doesn't she is liable to be prosecuted for child 
neglect. There is a higher law which is love. In the Corinthian church of Paul's 
day, believers stood out and were conspicuous in their pagan surrotmdings. This 
isn't the same situation today. In the tire when Scripture was being written, any-
thing that was done was just like speaking on a sounding board, it reverberated all 
arotmd. Such action would be a very poor testimony in those days for believers. 
They were supposed to represent the love of the Saviour. There is always the possi-
bility to allow the matter to pass. Paul says, "Why do ye not rather take wrong? 
Why do ye not rather allow yourselves to be defrauded?" (I Cor. 6:7). Still, if 
you don't feel at peace in your spirit, and if you have cotmseled with your pastor 
and perhaps with a Christian attorney, see what other active steps could be taken. 
Sore times, when you think all is lost, approach the matter from another angle. 
Secure a mediator who might help. A court of law should not be the first resort, 
but rather the last. Certainly, in the final analysis, you are the one who has to 
be satisfiedo You should certainly consider what impact any decision you might 
make will have on your personal testimony to those around you. 
Q. "What does Jeremiah 31: 22 really rean?" 
A. There has been nuch discussion centered on this passage. Chapters 30 to 33 of 
this book contain consolation among the dark warnings of judgment upon sin. The 
prophet writes, "How long wilt thou go about, 0 thou backsliding daughter?" 
Jeremiah, along with Ezekiel, said that Israel had been like a backsliding daughter, 
always falling away from the path of blessing. So he continues, "For the Lord hath 
created a new thing in the earth, a woman shall compass a man." Some take this 
passage to refer to the virgin birth, which was the case with some early church 
fathers. While the virgin birth of Christ is very definitely taught in both Old 
and New Testaments, we do not see this blessed truth connected to backsliding. What 
the Spirit of God is telling us is that there is something going to happen in Israel 
which will be diametrically the opposite to the nation's customary way of departing 
fr9m the Lordo Now, the usual thing in any society is for the man to be seeking and 
winning the woman. In spite of the fact that Israel is as a backsliding woman, God 
will turn the matter armmd with a revolutionary change. Soreday she will be wooing 
her Maker, the Lord God. This will, of course, be the situation during the 
millennial reign of Christ on the earth. Incidentally, the word for "woman" here is 
just the regular one which would cut the ground tmderneath the aspect of the virgin 
birth as taught in such pass_ages as Isaiah 7: 14. 
Q. "Is the woman rentioned in Revelation 17 a real flesh-and-blood person or does 
the passage refer to a system?" 
A. By way of background, the context deals with the harlot and apostate 01.ristendom 
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which she personifies. We believe that the book of Revelation is to be taken 
literally, except where a figure of speech is clearly indicated. Verse 18 of 
chapter 17 gives us the correct interpretation, "The woman whom thou sawest is that 
great city, which reigneth over the kings of the earth." This refers particularly 
to Babylon. A further description is given in verses nine and ten, "Here is the 
mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads are seven molilltains, on which the woman 
sitteth. And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, and the other is 
not yet come; and when he cone th, he must continue a short space." If there were 
no such places of interpretation concerning this symbolic woman we would consider 
her to be real flesh-and-blood. Here we definitely see a figure of speech which 
alludes to all apostate or pagan religions, including apostate Olristianity. Every-
thing that is not Olristian is included here (v. 2). The rulers of the earth, 
through history, have always corrrrnitted fornication with religious systems. In the 
end tines the kings of the earth and the antichrist will go along with the woman for 
a tine, but right at the end, instead of worshipping her the antichrist will demand 
worship of himself. He will cast down these apostate religions which will actually 
just precede the return of the Lord. 
Q. "In Matthew 16 :28 we read, 'Verily, I say unto you, there are some standing here 
who shall not taste of death till they see the Son of Man corning in His kingdom.' 
I would like help in understanding this passage. What does it really mean?" 
A. First of all, there must be a proper interpretation of prophetic truth. Never 
finish with Matthew 16:28 without going on to the 17th chapter. Of course, there 
were no chapter di visions in the original Greek or Hebrew manuscripts. The Saviour 
told His disciples, "For the Son of man shall come in the glory of His Father with 
His angels" (Matt. 16:27). This certainly wasn't His first coming. Further He 
promised, "Verily, I say lillto you, There are some standing here, which shall not 
taste of death till they see the San of Man coming in his kingdom." The answer is 
in chapter 17, "And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John, his brother, 
and bringeth them up into an high mountain privately, and was transfigured before 
them; and His face did shine like the Slill, and his raiment was as white as the 
light" (Matt. 17: 1, 2) o This is precisely about which our Lord was speaking. The 
transfiguration is an accurate foreview of the future kingdom. Every single ele-
ment can be folilld there. On the Mount of Transfiguration there were two speaking 
with our Lord: Moses and Elijah. Moses had died while Elijah was translated. There 
will be saints with our Lord Jesus Olrist who will have died in the Lord, and there 
are others who will be translated without passing through death. Olrist is always 
the central One. There are disciples on the scene who speak of those having 
authority on the earth. Remember, the best corrnnentary on the Bible is the Bible 
itself. In II Peter 1:15-18 the Holy Spirit tells what was meant on that Mollllt of 
Transfiguration. We have not followed clillningly devised fables. Scripture makes 
known to us the power and coming of Jesus Olrist. These men were eyewitnesses of 
Christ's majesty. What a trenendous truth is presented to us in this marvelous 
preview of Olrist 's honor and glory. 
Q. "There are many things in the Bible which seem to be contrary to natural law. 
I'm thinking of Jonah being swallowed by a whale, the three Hebrew children who 
withstood the fiery furnace, Adam and Eve being created directly by God. Are these 
things to be accepted literally or are we to search through them and try to find 
some other truth to teach us?'' 
A. Some would have us believe that such things are simply parables or myths without 
any historical basis. Instead of these actual recorded events being "contrary to 
natural law," they really supersede natural law. These things are to be interpreted 
literally and we are to lillderstand what their messages teach us. We believe 
absolutely that Jonah was swallowed by a great sea monster. Our Lord Himself veri-
fied this facto The Lord prepared this sea monster for a specific purpose. With 
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God, all things are possible . There are some important and significant lessons to 
learn from each of these literal accmmts in Scripture . Primarily through them we 
can see God is the Almighty Creator. All things remain after His will, according 
tb their kindo Do not be misled or confused. All the miracles recorded in the 
Bible are factual. 
Q. "In light of I Peter 1 :9, is it possible that the phrase, 'the end of your 
faith' actually is a result of salvation? Does it speak of the soul's ultimate 
destination?' ' 
A. There is a very real sense in which salvation is in three tenses. Through faith 
we were saved from the penalty of sin. Our iniquities will never face us as to 
judgirent and punishment. As a result, they are under the blood of Christ. This is 
known as justification. Second , we are being saved from sin. This is what Romans 6 
and 7 and 8 are all about. We can be saved from the power and domination of sin. 
This is also lmown as sanctification. Finally, we will be saved from the very 
presence of sin. This is glorification. When we see Him "we shall be like Him, for 
we shall see Him as He is.'' In I Peter 1: 9, by faith we see the final goal in view. 
We are heading toward the bright sunshine of that blessed eternal day. 
Q. "Did dinosaurs and men live on the earth at the same time?" 
A. The beasts of the field were created, according to Genesis 1:21, prior to the 
creation of man. This was on the fifth day. The sixth day God declared, "Let us 
make man in our image" (1: 26). This all has to do with creation as we lmow it now. 
Prior to this we read, " In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. And 
the earth became without fonn , and void; and darkness was upon the face of the 
deep" .(1 :1, 2). It could have been that the original creation was the time when 
dinosaurs and all the great prehistoric monsters whose skeletal remains we have 
today were in existence. Then a . great cataclysm took place. This is lmown as the 
catastrophic theory; a great catastrophy occurred. As we come to verse three, the 
re-creation or the new beginni ng of nature is developed. No one knows whether there 
were rren living in Pre-Edenic t imes. There have been hwnan bones folllld among the 
bones of prehistoric dinosaurs and other great beasts. How they carre to be there, 
and which approximate period of time they represent , we cannot be certain. The 
one foundation truth of which we are certain is the fact that when man was created 
he was created directly in the image of God. He wasn't merely the result of some 
act the Lord had started and then left things to chance. The Word of God is true 
in every respect. 
Q. "Does God have a physical form? In Exodus 33: 20- 23 we read about His face, 
hands and back. Revelation 1 :15, 16 tells us about His feet and other parts . Still, 
in John 4:24 it speaks of Him as a Spirit. Can man view God as a substance?" 
A. The reason this ques tion i s s o pertinent is because the more one studies ancient 
religions the more he is struck with t he realization that the people created gods in 
their own i mage. Thi s is the very opposite of what we read in Genesis. John 4:24 
sets down the s tarti ng point for us. It is true that God is a Spirit. In our 
finite minds we can't conceive of a spirit llllless it is embodied. We can only con-
ceive of a personality in a body . This is not true in Scr ipture. God the Father 
is a definite personality, and He has had no body. The Son, before He came to 
earth, was a marve l ous, divine, Spiri t -being without a body . The Holy Spirit still 
is without a body except that He does tabernacle Himself in the lives of believers . 
From eternity to the pr esent, as well as to t he end of time, God the Father does 
not have a f onn. The passage in Exodus is in the context of where Moses had been 
pray ing in a t ime of discouragement over the Mmm.t Sinai incident with the golden 
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calf worship. He was absolutely desolated to think that his people would tuni to 
such a false idol. He sought a definite connnission from the Lord. He wanted to 
see God's glo!)7. The Lord answered him by allowing a passing vision of all His 
grace and Moses was not able to see His face. When God, who is Spirit, wanted to 
make Himself known to man, He did it in a manner that is ve!)7 tangible. He did' it 
through a representative of Himself. This is the incarnation. Before Christ cane 
to this earth, however, He had activity in eternity past. Like God the Father, 
there never was a time when He was not (Micah 5 :2). In the passage from Revelation 
the definite picture is that of the resurrected Christ. 
Qo "Revelation 5:9 states that 'Thou hast redeemed us to God by Thy blood.' The 
reference to 'Thou' here is to the Lord Jesus Christ. Who were the people who were 
redeerred? Is the 'us' a reference to individuals who were there at the time or 
individuals before the Rapture?'' 
A. The proper interpretation of Revelation should be based on the key verse, "Write 
the things which thou hast seen, the things which are, and the things which shall be 
hereafter" (1:19). Beginning with chapter 4, the church has been taken out of the 
way. The second and third chapters deal with events between Pentecost and the 
Rapture. Therefore, the "us" in 5 :9 about which you have asked will take place 
after believers of this age are translated to glo!)7. The transaction has not yet 
taken place. At that time, we as redeemed children of God, will be up with the 
Lord in heaven as historic events begin to occur down here on the earth. We 
certainly will have the privilege of singing throughout the eternal ages, ''Worthy 
is the Lamb who was slain." 
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